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One rainy day, years ago, a little girl named Lucy discovered that the back of a wardrobe isn't
always just the back of a wardrobe. Sometimes, it's a door into another world.In Lucy's case, that
other world was called Narnia, and though she was among the first to enter it, she was by no
means the last. Millions of children (young and old) have followed her there and met its strange
but wonderful inhabitants—Mr. Tumnus, Reepicheep, and Puddleglum, among others.But the
lessons of Narnia don't just belong to the world of fiction and fantasy. We may never meet fawns,
talking mice, or marshwiggles in our ordinary lives, but the lessons they teach in The Chronicles
of Narnia are the very lessons we need to fight the battles we face in our everyday lives.Douglas
Wilson begins this series of meditations on C.S. Lewis’s The Chronicles of Narnia with the
observation, “This is not intended to be an introduction to Narnia at all, but is rather more like a
conversation between good friends about some other good friends, talking about what a good
time we all had and why.” Wilson highlights the practical themes of mature, Christian living that
emerge from these classic tales—nobility, confession, complete grace—a joyful contrast to the
thinness of modern life. A must for any Narnia fan, young or old.

A fine book. Douglas Wilson knows that the best way to learn from the Narnia Chronicles is by
approaching them as stories to be read and reread. Only when we freely enjoy them as tales of
adventure will they ever truly edify. Love is the great opener of eyes, and this book is full of
insights. ---Michael Ward, author of Planet Narnia: The Seven Heavens in the Imagination of C.S.
Lewis and Chaplain of St Peter's College, OxfordThe best reading is the kind that weaves in and
out of our own lives, so that it's hard to tell where the books end and we begin. C. S. Lewis wrote
books that ask to be read that way, and here Douglas Wilson heeds the call. What I Learned in
Narnia is a rich response to stories that hold a world of wisdom. Wilson draws forth that wisdom
and shows it to us. ---Alan Jacobs, author of The Narnian: The Life and Imagination of C. S.
Lewis and professor of English, Wheaton CollegeFor me, Doug Wilson is like his mentor Lewis--
even when I disagree I find myself spiritually challenged, thoughtfully provoked, and longing for
more child-like wonder and enchantment. I trust this book will do the same for all who read its
pages. ---Justin Taylor, managing editor, ESV Study Bible and blogger, The Gospel Coalition --
This text refers to the paperback edition.About the AuthorDouglas Wilson is pastor of Christ
Church, Moscow, Idaho, and editor of the online journal Credenda/Agenda. He is the author of
numerous books, including Reforming Marriage, Recovering the Lost Tools of Learning, and
Heaven Misplaced. He is also co-author of Is Christianity Good for the World? He and his wife
Nancy have three children and flocks of grandchildren. --This text refers to the paperback edition.
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Fr. Charles Erlandson, “A Simple, Wise, and Loving Way to Read The Narnia Books. In his
Introduction to "What I Learned in Narnia," Douglas Wilson states that his book "is rather more
like a conversation between good friends about some other good friends, talking about what a
good time we all had and why. But in order to have that conversation, we have to have the good
time first." This is Wilson's way of saying that if you haven't read The Chronicles of Narnia
books, then this isn't the book for you (yet).Having said this, Wilson continues in his Introduction
to remind the reader that while many good books have been wrecked by a rush to reduce the
story to a moral it's also true that the best stories do indeed teach us. "What I Learned in Narnia"
is Wilson's attempt to categorize some of the most important things he's learned by reading and
re-reading the Narnia series. He's quite right to warn us that we'd better have read the series
first because the book is an extended reflection on the meanings and truths of the entire Narnia
series and relies heavily on details from the books in the series. While the Narnia series is a
series of stories with embedded meaning and teaching, what Wilson has done has provided the
reader with a very readable and thoughtful guide to some of the most important truths that the
wise reader should come to understand through the experience of reading the Chronicles of
Narnia.Wilson's exposition is very clear and straightforward (perhaps even too prosaic)
presentation of what he's learned. His writing style and organization make his book easy to
digest. I'm sure his hope is that it will provide further reflection for C.S. Lewis' readers, as well as
a motivation to read The Chronicles of Narnia again, this time with an eye to seeing some of its
deeper meanings. Clarity and sound teaching are the great virtues of Wilson's book, and he's
done a great service to Lewis' readers.So just what has Wilson learned from The Chronicles of
Narnia?He divides what he's learned up into 7 sections, which I've outlined below. Keep in
mind, however, that just as Wilson's discussion of the Narnia books is not the same as having
read them for yourself, reading my outline is not the same as having read Wilson's book!1.
AUTHORITY - Authority is inescapable, and in the world of Narnia, there are multiple examples
of both false and true authorities. Wilson also reminds us that true authority is humble and
sacrificial, which he supports with specific characters and actions from the Narnia books. We
also learn that authority and obedience go together.2. CONFESSION OF SIN - It's refreshing to
see that Wilson has recognized this in the Narnia books because one of the great omissions of
the modern church and modern literature is a proper understanding of the gravity of sin and the
importance of dealing with it. Just as there are both true and false authorities, there are also true
and false confessions of sin.3. NOBILITY - Wilson contends that we have lost the meaning of
nobility, and in his third chapter he deals with: the fact that nobility is merry, nobility and
appearance, nobility and sacrifice, and nobility and gift. There is, of course, also the false
nobility of people like Jadis and the Calormen.4. SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINES - Who would have
thought that the spiritual disciplines would show up in Narnia? I'm grateful to Wilson for having
seen this where, once again, so many Christians miss this both in life and in their reading of



Narnia. In this chapter, Wilson focuses especially on "The Silver Chair" and the importance of
remembering. As Aslan tells Jill before he sends her off into Narnia: "Remember the signs and
believe the signs. Nothing else matters." Wilson also deals with disciplines and pleasure;
disciplines, grace, and forgiveness; and the reward of discipline.5. LOVE OF STORY - There
has been a resurgence in narrative theology and in postmodernism of an interest in story or
narrative. In Chapter 5, Wilson deals with the importance of story, stories as preparation, loving
stories, twisted stories, and the real story. In so doing, the reader is receiving an education in
how to read, and for this we should thank Doug Wilson.6. THOROUGH GRACE - No Christian
story and no discussion of the work of C.S. Lewis would be complete without a discussion of
grace. We are all aware of the grace of Aslan's sacrifice in "The Lion, the Witch, and the
Wardrobe," but grace abounds in other places in Narnia as well.7. LOVE FOR ALSAN, LOVE
FOR GOD - A wise reading of The Chronicles of Narnia must involve an understanding of how
characters enter into a relationship with Aslan, just as man must enter into a relationship with
God. Knowledge of Aslan in the Narnia books may also be true or false, but in the end Aslan is
meant to lead us to Christ.While Wilson's book lacks depth, he makes up for this by having
covered so many different topics so well. "What I Learned in Narnia" is like a primer on how to
read The Chronicles of Narnia more wisely; understood in this light, this is an excellent book.
Many books have been written about the works of Lewis and about Narnia, but Doug Wilson's
"What I Learned in Narnia" is one of the simplest and best. It does, however, lack a certain
amount of vibrancy and imagination.”

Alwyn Swanepoel, “Simple and simply profound. Five stars in my book indicate the x-factor. This
book of Douglas Wilson is deceptively brilliant. When one looks at the title you could be excused
if you thought nothing more is to be expected than some noble thoughts about some striking
passages in the Narnia series. But Douglas Wilson does not only write with his usual striking
clarity in this book. There is a definite alluring quality on display. I can think of at least three ways
that make this work exceptional. Firstly, time and again you are amazed at how the author
succeeds in stating simple things with new profundity. For example, think of how often we are
tempted to confess other people's sins and not our own. And have you ever thought about the
analogy between children's ease in learning their mother tongue and Christian kids learning their
Father's ways? Many times I have wondered over the years about the advantage/disadvantage
of growing up in Church. Enter Wilson with a book for kids and gives me an analogy that I have
never considered before. He constantly notices things that is only possible from many readings
over many years in tandem with life in the ministry. And of course you think more than twice: Why
didn't I think of that before? This already brings the second point to the fore. Doug Wilson also
displays a special gift of interpreting Lewis in a way that contributes to and advances the
implications of Lewis's writings. And thirdly Wilson writes with the same kind of mysterious
quality that Lewis had. Something subtle in the powers of the analogical imagination is on
supportive display in this book. It is no wonder that one of the reviewers can state that it was one



of the most strengthening books of the year. And as to one reviewer who thought there was
some lack of depth, I am not so sure this is a fair statement. We have to take the initial audience
into account - kids you know. And Wilson does point to Michael Ward's classic in his intro for
those who want to go higher up and further in. But do not think that this book is only for kids. It is
the same type that Lewis describes as becoming interesting again when you get old enough. In
my opinion Wilson is writing here in the simple-yet-profound genre. Within this genre he is writing
for kids, but he is using the suggestive forces of the imagination in striking ways to introduce
Lewis and the meaning of his writings to kids of all ages between 8 and 88. Highly
recommended.”

LJD, “Excellent!!!. I was looking for a synopsis of the Narnia series to help me with some things I
might have missed. It was fantastic”

Mark Ward, “A Precious, Edifying Book. People don't get five stars from me by grace but by
works. And Doug Wilson has done it with this grace-filled little volume. I love Narnia, and the
worst thing you could do to it would be to skip to its lessons before enjoying its stories. But once
you've enjoyed the stories, a little help distilling the lessons is welcome. And Wilson, an excellent
writer (and, like Lewis, apologist) in his own right, provides just that help. This was one of the
most spiritually uplifting reads of the year for me.”

Joel Kirkendall, “So simple and profound. I loved it, why the books are perfect for children,
adults, and families.. I'd recommend that both the series be read aloud to kids and this book as
well. I've been so blessed by this. It makes magnificent distinctions that bubble over into
everyday life.I pity those who see the Narnia series as merely stories... they have very deliberate
characters with tendencies and Lewis was ahead of his time and gave proper jabs at dangerous
schools of thought.This book is a magnificent read that helps Narnia become cherished and
woven into your own childhood.It helps boys become godly/responsible men and girls into
respectful ladies who can never be turned into a slave mentally.”

Mac, “Outstanding discussion of the themes of the Chronicles of Narnia. This book is an
outstanding discussion of the Chronicles of Narnia series by C.S. Lewis. Pastor Wilson provides
an excellent analysis of the major themes of this series and an insightful elaboration by
highlighting examples in these C S. Lewis books. Reading this book has allowed me to more
fully appreciate the amazing genius of C.S. Lewis”

Neil Deacon, “Five Stars. Wonderful, inspiring book.”

Hanniel, “Narnia und die christliche Weltanschauung. Ein vertrautes Gespräch unter Narnia-
FreundenDoug Wilson will dieses Buch nicht als Einführung in die Narnia-Welt, sondern als
vertrautes Gespräch unter Narnia-Freunden verstanden haben. Wilson selbst ist mit diesen



Büchern aufgewachsen und lebt in ihnen. Das ist im ganzen Buch sichtbar. (Detail zum
Schmunzeln: Er hat seinem Nachwuchs schon im Kleinkindalter davon vorgelesen; seine Frau
wusste davon zu berichten, dass der zweieinhalbjährige Sohn bei einer Kampfszene rote
Backen bekam.)Sieben thematische BotschaftenEs lohnt sich die erwähnten Stellen aufzulisten
und sich die Kurzbotschaften zu merken. Wilson unterscheidet bei den sieben
Themenbereichen zwischen richtiger und falscher Anwendung. Das ist ein Beispiel für akkurates
heilsgeschichtliches Denken: Autorität ist Gott gegeben, es geht um ihre Gott gefällige und Gott
widersprechende Anwendung.1. AutoritätMan kann ihr nicht entrinnen, sondern sie richtig/falsch
einsetzen. Wahre Unterordnung kriecht nie, und wahre Autorität akzeptiert keine
Schmeicheleien. Gottlose Führer nehmen alles von den Geführten – im Namen eines höheren
Gutes. Autorität fliesst von der Person, die sich selbst opfert, um sich anderen zu geben.2.
SündenbekenntnisPastoren können nie genug darüber sprechen. Lernen in Wahrheit „es tut mir
Leid“ zu sagen, ist eine der wichtigsten Lektionen überhaupt. Echtes Bekenntnis ist ehrlich. Wir
wollen immer wieder die Sünden der anderen bekennen statt unsere eigenen.3. Adel
(nobility)Adel widerspiegelt sich in der Erscheinung, äussert sich in Loyalität und
Opferbereitschaft, ist ein Geschenk Aslans. Er ist gepaart mit Demut. Wenn es darum geht ein
edles Verhalten an den Tag zu legen, dann zählen die kleinen Dinge.4. Geistliche
DisziplinenTägliche Gewohnheiten der Anbetung und Heiligung Wenn sie nicht mehr praktiziert
werden, stellen sich sofort negative Konsequenzen ein. Sie sind Gottes Weg, uns zu segnen
und uns in die Stärke und Reife zu führen; nicht aber der Weg, uns mit Schuld zu belasten. Die
Belohnung für Disziplinierung ist – härtere Disziplinierung.5. Liebe für GeschichtenGeschichten
sind sehr instruktiv; manche Wahrheiten können durch sie am besten kommuniziert werden.
Unser Alltag ist durchwoben mit Geschichten. Wilson hat aus Narnia vieles gelernt, das er in der
realen Welt nie gelernt hätte!6. Durch GnadeGnade ist ein Geschenk, das den Beschenkten
widerfährt. Alle Kinder, die nach Narnia kommen, sind Sünder.7. Liebe für Aslan, Liebe für
GottAslan ist stets die Trennlinie, an ihm scheiden sich die Geister. Beziehungen und
Persönlichkeit in gross in Mode, jedoch eher als warmes, unbestimmbares Gefühl. Die
wichtigsten Fragen können nicht philosophisch beantwortet werden. Es ist eine Frage der
Loyalität und Liebe.FazitLewis hat den Christen die wunderbare Kunst des
Geschichtenerzählens zurückgebracht. Die Narnia-Chroniken sind es wert, genau und
wiederholt gelesen zu werden. Als Kinder und Erwachsene, zusammen als Familie. Diese
Aufstellung dient für das weitere Studium im Kreis der Familie. Und wer weiss, vielleicht gestalte
ich auch einmal eine Vorlesung zum Thema.”

Tanya Baltzer, “Excellent. If it's got that Doug Wilson's name on it just read it!! Started listening
this as an audiobook with my daughters in the car quickly bought the hard copy. Excellent.”

The book by Douglas Wilson has a rating of  5 out of 4.5. 36 people have provided feedback.
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